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Author: Who Is James?
James 1:1 - “a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”
Of 4 men named James, three are not considered to be the author of this book:
• Not the apostle James, the son of Zebedee – he was martyred in 44 A.D. by Herod Agrippa I
• Not likely James the Less (son of Alphaeus and one of the 12 disciples) – had no position of
authority in the church
• Not likely James the father of Judas (not Iscariot) – also had no position of authority in the
church
The most likely author is James the half- brother of Jesus; see other biblical references to Jesus’ brothers
• Matthew 13:55 – list of Jesus brothers – James, Joseph, Simon and Judas – this order indicates
he is probably the next oldest after Jesus.
• John 2:12 – Jesus went to Capernaum from Cana with his mother, brothers and disciples
• John 7:1-5 – Jesus’ brothers urge him to go to Judea to do his miracles in public, not in secret.
They did not believe in Him.
• Acts 1:14 – Jesus’ mother and brothers were with Jesus’ disciples “constantly in prayer” in
Jerusalem after His ascension.
• 1 Corinthians 15:7 – Jesus appeared personally to James after His resurrection, which probably
resulted in James believing in Jesus as the Christ.
James was a leader in the church in Jerusalem and was the authority to whom others came and reported
about their ministry (see Galatians 1:19; 2:9 & 12; Acts 12:17; 15:13 and 21:18)
Another indicator that the author is James the brother of Jesus involves comparing the language of
James’ speech at the Council of Jerusalem with similar wording throughout the book of James (NIV):
• Compare James 1:1 with Acts 15:23 (same use of the word “greeting”)
• Compare James 2:5 with Acts 15:13 (the word “brothers” to address believers)
• Compare James 1:16 and 2:8 with Acts 15:25 (the word “beloved”)
• Compare James 1:21 and 5:20 with Acts 15:24 (the words “your souls”)
• Compare James 2:10 with Acts 15:24 (the same Greek word “keep”)
• Compare James 5:19-20 with Acts 15:19 (the same Greek word “turn”)
A third indicator of authorship by James is the tone of the book: it is written by one who has authority.
Of the 108 verses in the book, 54 have an imperative verb – do this, consider, etc.
Early Church historians and writers support the author as James, the half-brother of Jesus: Origin,
Eusebius, Cyril of Jerusalem, Athanasius, Augustine and others (from the Bible Knowledge Commentary
by John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck)

Who is the Audience for the Book of James?
James 1:1 - “the twelve tribes scattered among the nations”
• This indicates Jewish Christians – the church was predominantly Jewish at this time
• Some were probably scattered after the stoning of Stephen – see Acts 7:54-8:3
• Others were scattered after Herod Agrippa I killed the apostle James in 44 A.D. and harasses the
Church – Acts 12:1-3
What is the Purpose of the Book of James?
James was written as a sermon for public reading in the gathering of the mainly Jewish Christians
around the area of Jerusalem. It was written to exhort early believers to Christian maturity and holiness
of life, toward a faith that is demonstrated in their lives. Consider James 1:22: “Do not merely listen to
the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” The epistle deals with every area of life –what
we are, what we do, what we say, what we feel, and what we have.
The main point of James is how Biblical faith becomes manifest in our lives. Faith, when it is real faith,
moves beyond our inner contemplations. Prayer, and worship into our public lives. This means not only
our Sunday lives but also our Monday through Saturday lives. This is often where our faith becomes
costly, because when we are engaged in the world, we are participating in non-Christian institutions
often governed by non-Christian customs and practices. The challenge is discerning where a Christian
may make an impact of love, service, and respect for individuals in a world living out of greed, selfinterest, and pushing people around. James writes about making a Christian witness out there in the
sordid world. When non-Christians see love and integrity demonstrated—often at personal cost—they
will be drawn to the faith and want to become part of something which fulfills needs more deeply than
the world of commerce can fill.
James and the Idea of Christian Discipleship
As we study the book of James, we will focus on what James wrote about what it means to be a disciple
of Jesus Christ. A disciple is one who follows another. As Christians, we follow Jesus. The word “follow”
implies that the ideas, teachings, behavior, and outlook of the one being followed are all accepted and
believed and they shape our own commitments and actions. The disciples of Jesus were first called
Christians in the very early church at Antioch (see Acts 11:26).
Being a disciple entails:
• Putting Jesus first (Matthew 10:32-39, Mark 8:34-38, Luke 14:26-27, John 21:15-19)
• Following Jesus’ teachings (John 8:31-32)
• Showing fruit (John 15:5-8)
• Loving others (John 13:34-35, I John 3:23)
The Bible clearly teaches how people are saved. Once saved, then discipleship begins. James is a book
that teaches how we can live to walk with God. This is how we can be known as disciples of Jesus.
When was the Book of James Written?
James 1:1 refers to a time when Christian Jews were scattered among the nations. Some date the letter
to the early 60’s A.D. – before James is martyred in 62 A.D. More probably, however, it was written
before 50 A.D. based on the following evidence:
1) The distinctively Jewish nature of the book, including Hebrew symbolism. For example,
Abraham is referred to as “our father” in James 2:21, and God is given the Old Testament
name of “the Lord of the Sabbath” in James 5:4.
2) Simple church order – James 3:1; 5:14
3) No reference to the Gentiles – not admitted before 45-49 A.D. – the church was still
predominantly Jewish

4) The Greek term used for “meeting” or “assembly” in James 2:2 is the origin of the English word
“synagogue,” which is a different work than was used for “church” in the Greek.
5) No mention of the Council of Jerusalem which met in 49 A.D.
What is the Style of Writing in the Book of James?
Unlike much of the New Testament letters that were written to a specific church or individual, James
wrote for a wider audience. Unlike much of the Apostle Paul’s writings which are often theological in
focus, James wrote about how Christians should live as Christ’s disciples. Some have compared the
book of James to the Old Testament book of Proverbs, with its compilation of wisdom about human
behavior. The book includes more than 40 references to the Old Testament.
What is the Historical Context of the Book of James?
For all in 45-49 A.D., Jews, Christians and Gentiles, all remain under Roman rule. In Judea, the regional
ruler was Herod Agrippa II, the great grandson of Herod the Great, who was king when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem (see Matthew 2 and Luke 1:5). Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great, had John the
Baptist beheaded. Later he was instrumental in Jesus trial. This helped him in his relationship with
Pontius Pilate (see Matthew 14, Luke 13:31ff, Like 23:7-12, Acts 4:27).
Herod Agrippa I was the nephew of Herod Antipas (see Acts 12). He was very tactful with the Jews. He
took sides with the Jews against the Christians, resulting in him killing the apostle James and harassing
the church. This resulted in the Jewish Christians leaving Jerusalem for other cities. His son, Herod
Agrippa II, became king in 48 A.D., 4 years after his father had died. The Roman emperor at this time
was Claudius. The book of James was probably written between the reign of Herod Agrippa I and Herod
Agrippa II.
In the meantime, after Christ’s resurrection and ascension, the church in Jerusalem had been growing.
Because of Herod Agrippa’s support of the Jews and harassment of the Christians, Jewish Christians had
left Jerusalem. James had become the recognized leader and head of the church in Jerusalem, and thus
responsible for the growth and nurture of the Jewish Christians.
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